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A WORD FROM JOI GORDON

5

CEO, DRESS FOR SUCCESS WORLDWIDE

Over the past 16 years, Dress for Success has grown and spread to
every corner of the globe.
Today, we have offices in more than 15 countries. And though we may
be separated by distance, live in different communities and cultures,
or speak different languages, we all share a unique and lasting bond.
No superficial distinctions can distract from the fact that the women
who walk through our doors have much more in common than not.
They stand united by a desire to build better futures for themselves
and their families.
As Dress for Success has evolved, we have had the privilege of hearing
more than 750,000 stories. And as we listened, it became clear that what
we were hearing was more than words. They are the experiences, actions
and emotions that each woman has gone through individually—but they
are stories with universal themes and desires.

Photo by Ben Ritter

THESE EXPERIENCES
CONNECT US TO EACH OTHER
AND HELP US BETTER
UNDERSTAND OURSELVES.
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This past July, women from more than 60 Dress for Success affiliates
around the world gathered in Miami, Florida, for our ninth annual
Success Summit. We invited photographer Danielle Levitt along
to document the experience and hear these women speak about
their journeys.

THAT WEEKEND MARKED
THE CREATION OF THREADS.
Threads is a celebration of the women that have come through Dress for
Success; twenty women who represent the many who have overcome huge
challenges. They have shared their stories with us and opened up about
the memories and objects they hold onto. These are the things that give
them strength when they need it most, and we think their stories can
do the same for others.
These are women who came to Dress for Success in a time of need, but
have transformed themselves into leaders in the workforce, in their
families, and in their communities.

Their lessons are universal. They offer inspiration even to those of us
who haven’t suffered in the same ways. Because we can all use a reminder
from time to time that we are not alone. That there is always a hand to
help us, no matter the obstacle, and a voice ready to congratulate us,
whatever our success.

AND ONCE WE ACCEPT THIS
GIFT, WE’RE CONNECTED.
WE ARE A THREAD.
AND SUDDENLY THESE
STORIES—AND THESE HOPES—
BELONG TO ALL OF US.
It is with great pride that I present to you Threads…
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These threads, together, are powerful. They connect us to family and
friends who bring us joy; to the beliefs we turn to for strength; and to
others whom we offer our own support. These threads reveal that our
individual stories are actually universal.

DRESS FOR SUCCESS
IS HERE TO HELP WOMEN
FORM MORE THREADS.
It starts with a suit—a collection of physical threads that, when worn,
can help bring out a woman’s inner confidence.

THEY WEAVE, INVISIBLY, THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES.

But beyond that are threads that make a more connected world. With
women who have similar stories. Who are there to listen when we need
to talk. To open closed doors. To answer questions, and give advice. To
lend a shoulder when we need to cry. A joke when we need to laugh. And
to give all women a chance. Because sometimes a chance is all a person
really needs.
These threads can change lives.
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STEPHANIE
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TORONTO, CANADA

here to start… I’ve been through
a lot, for sure.
I had a distrust of society. I was a child
of poverty. I grew up very poor and had
a mother that would never ask for help.
As I grew up, I suffered from addiction.
Cocaine. Crack. Narcotics. I had a lot of
depression and anxiety. I was really not put together and I had chronically
low self-esteem. I was kind of a textbook case for someone who grows up
in poverty with a single parent. So there was that. I couldn’t see a way out.
It was hard. I hit my low. I just didn’t feel in charge of my life. It was
a pretty colorful story.
I started feeling like my clothes and my appearance were just conveying
that low self-esteem. A friend told me that there are places you could
go to get clothing, like a charity. I was really upset and offended that
he said that because I had this perception that I was capable and that I
could make it on my own. It was a really emotional point for me—I just
could not accept help. I got really angry at him for thinking that I needed
charity, and so I kicked him out of my place, like, ‘Get out!’ I’m not usually
that kind of a person.
A few days later, I had an appointment with my social worker and in her
office I saw a poster for Dress for Success. I asked her about it and she set
up an appointment for me immediately. It was just a really cool thing that
happened. I saw the sign, literally.
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People are quick to judge you by your appearance. I didn’t care. I always

NOW, I’VE LEARNED
THAT YOU’RE
ALLOWED TO BE
HAPPY. YOU’RE
ALLOWED TO
EXPERIENCE JOYS.

thought that what matters is on the inside. There’s a balance to that.
I had this perception of women who dress nicely. Like that they were just
mean. But when I went to Dress for Success, they were all just so lovely
and so nice. And they took me to a boutique and they were so giddy about
dressing me up. We were having so much fun. It was a really cool, new
experience for me to be in that type of situation. I hadn’t had a positive
female relationship or experience like that before.
Now, I’ve learned that you’re allowed to be happy. You’re allowed
to experience joys. Sometimes, when you come from a tougher place,
you have this feeling of unworthiness, that you’re undeserving.
But at the end of that day, you’re allowed to be happy.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
I have this little piece of ceramic that has a tree on it. I found it when
I went to do my yoga therapy training in Vermont. There was a river there
and I was by myself. I was kind of scared, but it was a really hot day in
June so I decided to get into the river. I just lied down in the rocks and
the water washed over me. When I got up, I felt like I had gotten over
my fears and come out on the other side of this experience. As I got out,
I looked down and saw this little piece of china that had a tree on it.
Out of all the millions of rocks, I found this one little piece of a cup.
I wear that around my neck now as a symbol of how, whatever you’re
going through, there’s always another side.
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ELIZABETH
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CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND

was the youngest of five children in a Catholic
family; we had high values and expectations
put on us. Unfortunately for me, I slipped
through the system of guardianship and
was abused by my cousin.
We moved away and got a new start when I was
about 5 or 6 years old. The whole experience
set me up to be a survivor. After that, I always
felt like I had to look after myself and that, somehow, I had lost my
innocence. I became a single mom at 22 years old and raised my eldest
son for most of his young life on my own.
But then I found alcohol.
Alcohol became my best friend—it helped me to relax and took the
pressure away. But as time passed, the story of my drinking changed;
it was becoming destructive and I was not proud of my behavior at that
time. On the outside, I purchased my own home, worked five part-time
jobs, was super involved in my son’s education and was parenting
at a very high level. But on the inside, I was crumbling fast. I knew that
I needed help and after a six-week detox at Queen Mary Hospital,
I became educated about the disease and I changed my life forever.
I also reconnected to my faith at this time.
I married, but the relationship deteriorated. After breaking up and
getting back together several times, I made the decision to spend time
on my own—an amazing experience I like to refer to as my ‘get out of jail’
ticket. I was finally proud of myself. Of my children. Of my career.
And of my little home that was smaller and simpler than before,
but it was all mine.
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Being a part of Dress for Success has helped my confidence grow
and has given me something to look forward to, as I still connect
to the organization on a monthly basis. I love the meetings and love
belonging to the team. It’s a great thing for women to have in common.
Whether being dressed by others or donating clothes, it all helps with
improving self-esteem.
Now I’m passionate about my work and love facilitating programs to help
people be the best they can be. I’m also looking forward to getting my
children through school and getting more education for myself in mental
health and addiction counseling. I’m going to continue to enjoy a simple
life, with good health and much more time spent with my children.
Out of all of that negativity comes inspiration. Unfortunately, things
happen in life, but we have the choice to be either the victim or the victor.
I’m through with being the victim.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
I love crafting and creating things out of recycled pieces. I spend a lot
of time with friends at thrift shops grabbing a few skirts for a dollar
and stitching them together to make something new. For inspiration,
I melted down my wedding ring and made a piece of jewelry that I wear
around my neck. It was a way to take something negative and make
it extremely positive. It’s inscribed with the phrase ‘Let go, let God’.
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VALERIE

19

NEW YORK, NY

efore I came to Dress for Success, I was
putting the pieces of my life back together.
I was in a relationship that went sour and I felt
that I was losing my daughter to the streets.
So I relocated to a whole other state. I decided
that before I get lemons thrown at me, I’m just
gonna go ahead and make some lemonade.
So one day I picked up, cleaned the house like I was the maid, and rolled
out to Virginia Beach.
My mom always said that she ‘didn’t come to this country to be a fool
for no man’ and that’s the kind of stuff that most women do. We allow
ourselves to fall like that. What I went through with my ex-fiancé, had
I not had those words from my mom marinating in my heart and soul,
I don’t know what I would have done. I was determined to make things
happen and turn things around, especially after my mom passed.
She went missing. She had Alzheimer’s and she was shaken up a bit.
It was two months after 9/11 and four days before Thanksgiving when
they found her body on the Harlem River Drive.
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It’s my mom that keeps me going. The way she took that step and left one
country to come to another with no family, and still raised us to the best
of her abilities. My family may not be made up of doctors or lawyers,
but we are accountable and we have integrity. That’s what she instilled
in me. Integrity. Character. And the fact that your word is your word.
I do not want a pity party. I want someone like my mom who gives
you the facts! And once you have the facts, you know how to move on.
You know how to move forward.
To help myself move forward, I went to Dress for Success. I thought it was
just a place where you can get clothes and job referrals, not realizing how
much more it had to offer. I was invited to a couple of the meetings and
I went to one and then another and another. And the more I went, the
more I got involved. I went from an associate member and then became
an ambassador for Dress for Success.
One of my long-term goals was to have my degree, but then I got pregnant
and it was like ‘pick your battles.’ So I picked my battle, had my child,
and raised her to the best of my abilities. Then once she was off and ready
to go, I knew that door needed to open again for me. Dress for Success
helped me open that door. They let me know it could be done. When
I went to register to complete my education, I was crying. They told
me that I would graduate in 2014, but I graduated early in 2013,
magna cum laude.

SOME WOMEN GIVE UP.
I WAS DETERMINED
NOT TO GIVE UP.
I HAVEN’T. AND I WON’T.
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CRYSTAL
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INDIANAPOLIS, IN

was a pharmacy technician. In 2011, I had
medical complications while I was six months
pregnant. I went into the hospital and was not
able to work at that time. After recovering, I got
pregnant again and a woman from a healthy
moms program was coming to see me to make
sure I was okay. I love working and being around
people and when I mentioned that to her, she set
up an interview for me with Dress for Success.
When I made my first visit to the organization, I had been out of work for
so long and felt dehumanized. I did not feel like doing my hair and makeup.
When you’re at home, it’s a complete shift and you lose your self-worth and
self-confidence. The first outfit that I received was a black Ann Taylor suit
with some sparkly black and silver jewelry and a beautiful coral top to go
with it. Coral was a step out of my comfort zone. I would never have done
color like that. I was always very neutral, but going to Dress for Success and
looking at the other ladies at meetings and working with the stylist, I was
introduced to color. Learning how to mix and match pieces to have more
options, and how to dress up things and dress down things, was so helpful.
I love how they made the workplace fun.
It blew me away how nice everyone was at Dress for Success. All the staff
members just boost you up and they are so good about knowing what fits
you. They work with you and encourage you and that’s what I walked into
when I walked into that boutique last August.
They helped me recognize the value of taking time for myself. As a mother
of four, it has been challenging to find ‘me’ time and not feel guilty. The
women are supportive and help me come up with creative ideas to connect
with myself. It’s all about getting together and always learning and
bettering who you are.
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To me, success means contentment. Happiness. It doesn’t mean all the
money in the world. It means a happy marriage, having a strong rock like
my husband. Success is being happy with who you are and where you are
in life. I have beautiful children and we’ve had a hard life, but we’ve also
had wonderful things happen. My success comes from having a good base.
As for the future, I am at a crossroads right now, which I feel good about.
I have a clean slate. I’m going to go back to school. I really enjoy the
medical profession, but I am looking at volunteering more and showing
people the opportunities they have. I’m thinking of doing neonatal
nursing—I see myself with some sort of human interaction piece,
either through nursing or volunteering—just helping people and
seeing the reward on their faces.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
I have a jewelry set that was my mom’s. My dad had them made for her,
and every year during their marriage he gave her another piece so she
could have the whole set. Growing up, I played dress-up with it. When
I was 25, I was getting married and asked if I could wear the set for my
wedding. And she ended up giving it to me for my birthday that year,
the whole set. I wear the ring every single day. It makes me feel complete.
It makes me feel like a part of my mom is always with me and I know
I can do well.

SUCCESS IS BEING
HAPPY WITH
WHO YOU ARE
AND WHERE YOU
ARE IN LIFE.
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LYLLIETTE
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MIAMI, FL

fter three years of working for this
company, I had been laid off. But rather
than get down about it, I decided to go
back to college and finish what I started.
One of my classes required me to volunteer
at the place that I work for now, a program
that finds jobs to help people reintegrate
back into society. It serves all kinds of people who come from all different
kinds of agencies and backgrounds. We help people from drug agencies
and alcoholism agencies. We help battered women and homeless people.
We give them skills and training to build up their resumes. Life skills.
And we also give them a certificate to work in restaurants, in the kitchens.
Through the program, I met this woman who was with Dress for Success
in Miami. I realized that because I hadn’t been working, I didn’t have
a suit for myself. So I went to Dress for Success and I fell in love with the
program and the good they were doing. Now every time I have clients
that I think could be helped by having a suit, I send them over. It’s not
just about clothes. It’s about finding confidence, building up self-esteem
and looking professional, so that they can go out there and find the job
that they are dreaming of.
I love the fact that I’m now networking with other women. We’ve all had
our own experiences in life, and some of those are sad, some are not so
sad, but at the end of the day, if it’s something that makes you learn,
then it’s something that’s worth sharing. We learn from each other.
It’s nice. It helps you grow and understand one another better.
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WHAT INSPIRES ME
For me, music is very important. It’s inspirational. You grow up listening
to it. Even if you were born in another place, there’s music that connects
you to your story and to your family. It connects you to everyone.
My daughter is working on her Bachelor’s in musical theater right now.
She loves music and it’s not always the same type of music that I listen
to, but we come together and we listen. She really inspires me. I see how
hard she works and it’s given me a new appreciation for music. I hear it all
around me. It’s always on in the house and everywhere I go.

AND EVEN WHEN MY
DAUGHTER’S NOT AROUND,
I ALWAYS FEEL CONNECTED,
TO HER AND TO OTHER PEOPLE,
THROUGH THE MUSIC WE PLAY
AND THE SONGS WE SHARE.
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KIMBERLEE
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HUDSON COUNTY, NJ

y mom got me here. She was a Dress for
Success member and I used to come with
her to the meetings and the events and
things like that. It’s a generational thing.
I’m trying to get all my girlfriends to join,
as well. It’s a professional environment,
but at the same time, it’s very fun and
open. It’s like a second family in a sense.
Play ‘cousins’ and ‘aunts’ who continue
to steer you on the right track towards self-improvement.
For me, my change was gradual. I’m still going through it and
experiencing changes everyday. And that’s what life is. If you’re not
evolving, you’re not living.
It was being able to make that transition outside of school. It was being
able to find a better job and career, getting those things together and just
being mentally happy. Discovering that sometimes it’s better to remove
yourself from certain situations that may be bringing you down and
you may not even realize it in the moment. These were all changes that
shaped me.
After college, I moved to Connecticut to live with my boyfriend at the
time. I had been dating him for seven years, on and off. We were, what
I thought was, madly in love. We were saving for a wedding and spoke
about having children. Despite the fact that my family and friends
weren’t crazy about him, he was my best friend.
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Down the line, I began to notice changes in his behavior. He had begun
to be intimate with other women behind my back. Knowing that, I still
continued this relationship. However, I also began to change. I quit ballet,
quit my job and became anti-social and very depressed. It wasn’t until an
altercation one night, when he decided to put his hands on me and beat
me senseless, that I began to realize, ‘This can’t be life.’ I felt empty and
lost. I had abandoned my family and close friends and had too much pride
to go to my parents for help. I moved out of the place I shared with him
and moved in with a cousin. I landed a job as a bartender and contributed
whatever I could to help out with monthly bills. Eventually, I managed
to get a full-time job, my own apartment, and I joined Dress for Success.

THESE EXPERIENCES
HELPED MOLD ME INTO
THE STRONG, FOCUSED
AND HAPPY WOMAN
THAT I AM TODAY.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
At one point I wanted to be a ballerina. Then I wanted to go on tour with
Janet Jackson. I may not have found a profession doing either of those
things, but I still dance. I still have my music. My music is everything.
It keeps me sane and happy. It’s another outlet for expression. Even if
I’m not the one singing the song and Bob is singing the song or Janice
is singing the song, it’s still an outlet to my story.
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RHONDA
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TRIANGLE, NC

y the time I came to Dress for Success, I had
been without a job for six months. I had just
moved back to North Carolina to take care
of my mother who was very, very sick. And
traveling back and forth from the home I found
for myself to where my mother was—well, it was
very expensive. I ended up going broke. I had
absolutely nothing.
When I first went to Dress for Success, I was terrified. I came from a very
disadvantaged background and I’d never owned a suit before in my life.
I grew up with my mother making all of my clothes, so to walk into a
place where they were actually going to give me a suit was unbelievable.
I walked out of the dressing room that day with the suit on and saw
myself for the first time ever, in that mirror, in a suit. It was one of the
most powerful and empowering moments in my life.
After that, they helped me with my résumé. They sat me down and gave
me a mock interview because I actually had an interview that same day.
I went straight over to that interview as soon as I left—and I was offered
the job halfway through it.
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From there, I was hooked. I started attending meetings for the
Professional Women’s Group. I was learning more. And I started
collecting jobs. At one point I was working three jobs at a time, all
part-time. Once I got started and I had a job, I didn’t want to let it go.
I think you can become addicted to success. Now I spend every waking
moment trying to figure out how I can succeed and how I can help all
those around me succeed, too.
I think it all comes down to passion. Don’t just survive. Live with a
passion. That’s one of the main things I’ve learned. Just surviving would
be barely making it, barely being here. Not knowing your value or your
worth. I think it’s very important to change that to living with a passion
and making sure that every move that you make and every word that
you speak has meaning, in your daily life and in the big moments.

EVERY MOMENT HAS TO BE
LIVED WITH PASSION.
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SUSAN
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ATLANTA, GA

ress for Success found me. It wasn’t the other
way around. I was going through a divorce
and was out of work after years of working
for the government. Somebody recommended
Dress for Success to me. I hesitated because
I felt like I did not fit the criteria for the
program—I did not have children and I was
not on government assistance. I applied
anyway and, by the grace of God, I was accepted. From the first day
I met the women, it all came together. So that’s why I always say Dress
for Success found me.
It was all so uplifting and life-changing to join the organization. I grew
up the youngest of eight children, from a very good family. My father
worked and my mother did not have to; I did not want for anything. But
then when I walked out of my marriage, I left everything. Coming from
where I was and where I am now is humbling because I saw the other side.
I was not out on the street, but I learned things, I learned to survive,
and that’s why I rave about the program all the time.
I worked on my résumé and did mock interviews to prepare for a job
interview the correct way. And I’m glad that I did because I wanted
to work in the hotel industry, where I had zero background. I got a job
with a man who hopes to turn a part of Atlanta into Times Square South.
I was prepared for the interview and I know that I got the job because
of the tools that I learned through Dress for Success.
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The most important thing I learned is to be myself and to accept myself
for how I am, and not to buy into the way society would have you. Dress
for Success brought in psychologists and people that could talk to you and
let you know that other people are going through the same things that
you are going through. This is wonderful because when you are at home
and you are sitting at your computer and you have no one with you, you
are thinking that you are alone. You’re thinking that you’re the only one
that is out of work and you’re thinking that nobody else is going through
this. But that’s why I try to tell other young ladies, ‘Get out there! Get
into the program, its not just about dressing for success. The program
is bigger than that.’
I always say, ‘May those who follow me, follow me faithfully.’ There are
young ladies, even women older than myself, who are going to come
behind me and I know that I’m going to stretch my hand out to reach
back to them because someone lent a hand to me and told me, ‘one step
at a time.’ Just take it one step at a time. I now have a leadership role with
other women. Now people can see the light inside of me because it shines.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
I wear a Lupus bracelet that says, ‘Help us solve the cruel mystery.’
My mother and sister died of organ failure from the disease. I find
inspiration and gain strength from seeing this bracelet on a daily
basis. I do the Lupus walk every year—I saw what the disease did to them,
and I saw them suffer, and in a way, that gives me strength, because what
I have gone through, is nothing compared to what they went through.
I must honor what my mother has done for me. She would never want
me to give up on anything in life.

YOU HAVE TO HAVE THE
FAILURES IN ORDER TO SUCCEED.
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ROXANNE
LOS ANGELES, CA

everal months after being laid off from my job,
I was diagnosed with desmoplastic ameloblastoma,
which, if left untreated, would cause the bones
in my face to become as brittle as a cracked egg
shell. A portion of my right jaw had to be removed
to prevent the disease from spreading. I had no
insurance and little savings, but I was fortunate
to get a great dental student from the University
of Southern California who was determined to make me somewhat
whole again.
Shortly after the recovery—and with half a smile—I had to hit the job
market. I got a referral to Dress for Success, so I could get back out there.
I was surrounded by positive women—the more I took action and found
the confidence, the more opportunities started presenting themselves,
and the more determined I became to win them. There was an essay
contest that Dress for Success was doing in conjunction with Kim
Kardashian and I won that. I started getting interviews and was able to
get beautiful suits from the organization. I felt confident, even with half
a smile. They assisted me with my résumé and gave me an Armani suit
and I nailed the job interview. I started off my first two weeks as a temp
and then they offered me the full time position.
Now, I’m working for a major movie production company as an interactive
administrative assistant after being unemployed for about a year and
a half. This whole experience with Dress for Success has been totally
incredible for me. I feel so extremely good about myself. My family,
we’re known for our smiles, so I had to dig deep after my surgery.
With my spiritual faith, coupled with Dress for Success, I was able
to get back out there and hit the nail on the head.
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I’ve been trying to prove that I’m qualified and capable, all while battling
a self-image issue. As a Buddhist, we don’t let external things outside
of ourselves indicate our happiness. I hoped that when I went for my
interview, they would see beyond the suit and see what’s inside—and
they did. I’m hoping to have total victory in everything that I do. I knew
my illness was a mission and that there was value in it. I’m more than
my smile. I’m more than the external.
Dress for Success was the lighthouse, the beaming light that said ‘we’re
here’ as I was going through the storm. I may have half a smile and only
a portion of my jaw, but I’m whole. It’s something much deeper than what
is in the mirror. I’m bigger than my smile. Now I’m a volunteer as
a reading mentor on the studio lot where I work and I’ve been very active
in trying to give back. You have to pay it forward—it’s so imperative.
I’m thinking about grad school in 2014 and, right now I’m owning my
position. I hit my one-year mark at the movie studio and I’m looking
at other potential opportunities for a higher position there. One of my
favorite quotes is by Ralph Waldo Emerson. He said, ‘Do not go where the
path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.’

I’M SO EXCITED
ABOUT THE FUTURE.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
My prayer beads are really significant to my life because they help me
keep my focus when I’m trying to tackle an obstacle. They are very pivotal
for me, as is a picture of my family, who were soldiers right there with
me on my fight.
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LYNETTE
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OTTAWA, CANADA

eing a new immigrant in Ottawa meant that
I lost the professional network I had made in
my home country. Not having that meant that it
was difficult to find a job equal to my experience.
I had to take on an entry-level position as an
administration officer, which was different from
the managerial jobs I had been doing. But I took
on the challenge and was just thankful to be
able to find a job in the same sector—international development. So I did
my job and I did it well, and soon I was promoted to Project Coordinator.
As a new immigrant, especially one coming from a tropical country, I had
to learn how to dress for the cold weather, both in my professional and
personal life. Dress for Success gave me that and more, like mentors
to turn to and tips on negotiating.
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It’s had such a positive impact on my life. I am a ‘cool’ mom,
according to my 19-year-old daughter, who is now in university.
And I’m a devoted wife to my hubby. I am passionate about my work
in international development and in working for poverty reduction
in developing countries.

AND JUST KNOWING THAT
OTHER WOMEN CARED
TO VOLUNTEER THEIR
TIME AND TALENTS TO THE
ORGANIZATION—AND TO ME—
HAS HELPED INCREASE
MY CONFIDENCE.
IT’S INSPIRED ME TO DO WELL
AND TO KEEP DOING WELL.
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BINTA

51

AUSTIN, TX

work for a government agency and for a long
time, my work was seasonal. It was great to be
with my kids when I wasn’t working, but it cost
me financially, and I was always struggling.
I went to the church and the ministry to get
help, discreetly, as my family could not help
me. I was living in Georgia and I was feeling
like I could not be who I used to be because
of my financial setbacks.
I took a two-week class to learn how to get back into the full-time job
market. I did my résumé and received some vouchers to go get some
clothes and shoes. It really inspired me to help myself and to encourage
whoever needed help to seek it because it’s definitely out there.
With the bad economy and my age, I realized I had to follow my job
to wherever there may be work. I didn’t want to continue to struggle
financially as a single parent, so I told my boss I was going to move to
Austin to further develop my career. There was a job there and I wanted
it. They sent my paperwork and everything was approved and I moved.
Austin has been a real journey. Luckily, I was introduced to Dress for
Success by a counselor
at the local co-op. Through the program, I learned to think about
tomorrow. I saw that life had not ended. They gave me hope. That’s what
keeps you going. Everything is possible in life.
When you have kids, they look up to you. You have to show them that
life is about getting up, getting out and getting involved. Dress for Success
has encouraged me to spread my wings in a new city and I learned a lot
about what Austin has to offer. My goals are to go back to school
and take accounting classes, be financially stable, focus on my career,
and the rest will come into place. I’d love to help my new community
in a professional manner.
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WHAT INSPIRES ME
I am from West Africa and I have these bangles that every child gets when
they are born. It’s a tradition. They are silver, and sometimes on my bad
days it will be dark, but the bangles will sparkle, and I will feel my energy
and everything will be good for me.

I LOVE TO WATCH THE
BANGLES CHANGE,
BECAUSE THAT MEANS
SOMETHING GOOD IS COMING.
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NANCY
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HARTFORD, CT

fter 18 years of employment in the
financial insurance industry, I was laid
off. My position was eliminated and
I ended up unemployed for over two years.
During that time, it really felt like the
world was on my shoulders. And being
a single mom, I was struggling.
I find comfort in knowing how everything is going to be. And to not
know what my future was going to be like, that was really scary for me.
I decided that I was going to take some time for myself and go back to
school. And I was able to get my associates degree in business from a
community college, but all during that time, I was still trying to get
back into the workforce. It was really difficult.
When I was unemployed, I had a social worker. That social worker asked
me if I’d be interested in this program called Dress for Success. So
I started doing some research online as to what they were really all about.
I had heard of their clothing drives, but I wasn’t fully aware of their
background and what they did for the community. I was able to get a
referral and get fitted for my first suit. Shortly after that, I found a job.
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WHAT INSPIRES ME
My sister gave me this book, Knowing Your Value. It’s by Mika Brzezinski.
It’s inspired me to be a stronger woman and get where I am today. Thanks
to the wisdom in that book, after six months I decided to ask for a raise.
I went in there with a list of my accomplishments. And I felt that I was
deserving and I could show them that I’m more than capable of doing this
job. Well, I didn’t get the raise, but I did get a promotion, which was a nice
start. Had I not gone to him, I would not have gotten this promotion. I
truly believe that reading this book and being part of Dress for Success
gave me the courage.
Normally, I’m a quiet person. Very shy. Softspoken. Now I’m able to
do things that I never thought I’d be able to. Dress for Success has
given me a voice.

I’M REALLY GRATEFUL,
BECAUSE I AM SUCCEEDING.
I NOW HAVE GOALS IN MY LIFE.
AND I REALLY LOOK FORWARD
TO TURNING THOSE GOALS
INTO REALITY.
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ANNA
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CHICAGO, IL

rom 2003 to about 2008, I was a union
plumber’s apprentice. And when the building
market crashed, I lost my house and ended up
moving into a truck with my husband. He was
a long-haul truck driver at the time. We lived in
the truck for 90 days. Then I had to reestablish
my life, so I moved in with a friend of mine and
worked my way back into employment. I did
a few stepping stone jobs on the way to figuring
out what my passion was. I drove a limo.
I worked for the census. I worked in a restaurant. If it kept a check
coming, I did it.
After a while, I was receiving services at an agency. They sent me for some
training, and I was able to achieve my life coach certificate and my
CADC —Certified Alcohol and Drugs Counselor certificate. They also sent
me to Dress for Success to get suited for an interview I was having. I got
the job. I used those two things, the life coach certificate and the CADC,
to tie together what I’m doing now and what I’m doing as my career.
It started as a one-year transitional program. Six months in, I was able
to interview for a permanent position, which is where I work now.
I am what’s called an Inspirational Specialist, and now I send women
to be suited by Dress for Success. It’s come full circle. Now I’m motivated
to go further into my nonprofit career, so I’m going back to school this
fall for nonprofit management. My dream is that I’ll get a position
serving a nonprofit in a managerial way and, one day, open a nonprofit
of my own.

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE
TO REINVENT YOURSELF.
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WHAT INSPIRES ME
There’s this quote from Marianne Williamson:

‘THERE IS NOTHING
ENLIGHTENED ABOUT
SHRINKING SO THAT
OTHER PEOPLE WON’T FEEL
INSECURE AROUND YOU.’
I hold onto it because it helps me to remember that I can do things and
I am powerful. It reminds me that I am worthy. I’m one of those who tend
to think that I’m not worthy a lot. You know, I ‘Why me?’ a lot. I chose
this quote because it sums up my journey. No matter where I am or what
I’m doing, the universe is backing me up and the sky is the limit. I just
have to believe that I’m worthy of it. Because I am. I truly am.
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SHERIKA
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LONDON, ENGLAND

y passion was self-employment. I wanted
to be self-employed. And, when I was 19years-old, at university, I had this business
idea. It was my first year and I thought,
‘Yeah, wow, I can do this!’ Everyone you
speak to says if you want to be selfemployed, you’ve got to have a business
plan and I thought, ‘Oh, no, where do
I start with that? Where do I get a business plan?’ So that’s how my idea
came about. I was like, ‘Well, if I had been given the opportunity to run
a business, I would be a self-made millionaire by now.’ If I can give people
that opportunity, they could be self-made by the time they’re my age.
But eventually I left university, not achieving what I wanted to. Then
I had my babies and focused on them, but I needed work. That wasn’t easy,
but I got an interview and I was told that there’s this organization called
Dress for Success that dresses women. I really needed something like that
since I had put on weight since I had my babies. I got sent over and they
fit me with lovely clothes, things suitable for the interview. I got the job
and I am still with the same job, three years later.
I feel like I’ve come full circle. I now work for the same department and
team that helped me get back to work and supported me while I was
looking for a job. They helped me with my childcare. They helped pay for
my benefits until they kicked in. And since then, I enhanced my role
to what we call Parent Champion. For that, I find out what parents need
and discover what the barriers are that may have stopped them from
going into work. It fits me perfectly.
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After nine months, this temporary position was coming to an end.
I thought, ‘Well, I really enjoyed that.’ It was a brand new role and it
slightly developed along the way, but it was an opportunity. A nice jump
forward. I was sad to see it ending. Then, lo and behold, they kept me
on and made it a permanent position!
What’s the biggest thing I’ve gotten out of Dress for Success? Confidence.
Confidence from the Professional Women’s Group and the speakers that
we had. Each month is a different topic and I’ve had to deal with my
inner conflicts, and look at how I was progressing, all of which actually
helped build my confidence. Just being a part of Dress for Success has
been confirmation that I can do it. I’ve put my blood, sweat, and tears into
creating me. Dress for Success has shown me that with some people,

IT’S NOT WHAT YOU KNOW
OR WHO YOU KNOW. IT’S HOW
YOU PRESENT YOURSELF.
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GENEVIEVE
VANCOUVER, CANADA

his is a tiger lily. It may not be meaningful to
anyone else, but it’s very meaningful to me.
At a time when I was feeling very alone and very
isolated in my life, I had a vision that I was a tiger
lily, which is my favorite flower. It represents
a delicateness, but also a hidden strength that
comes through when it needs to. I feel that image
really represents the essence of my soul, this
inner strength that people don’t often see at first.
The vision of the tiger lily has been really helpful to me when I’ve felt a bit
lost; it allows me to feel like there is some meaning in me being the way
that I am, even if it does feel fragile and uncertain at times. I know that
who I am and everything that I have experienced throughout my life has
lead me to where I am today—and where I’m going tomorrow.
When I found Dress for Success, it was by surprise. One of the career
counselors that was advising me through another organization told me
to go and that I’d like it. And I did!
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I didn’t really know what I was getting myself into, but I walked through
the door that first day and said, ‘I’m Genevieve and I’m here.’ They pulled
me in and it became this impromptu shopping experience. They had a
stylist buzzing around finding clothing in my size and colors that I liked.
I felt really cared for and nurtured through the experience. I remember
thinking it would be something really basic, and instead I walked in
and was fitted for a suit and given clothes and jewelry and shoes for my
upcoming interview.
I think they were trying to make this be a fun experience and it really
was! It didn’t feel like I was receiving charity. They wanted it to feel like
I am an awesome woman and I get to be loved on because I deserve it.
I was able to take that confidence with me into the job interview.
At the time, I had three different odd jobs. I was tutoring kids in French
at an after-school program, processing donations from fundraising
initiatives for a children’s hospital, and doing a little bit of front-of-house
management for a theater company. I loved the variety, but it was just
hard to make ends meet. I was given the outfit shortly before I got the job
that I have now.

GETTING THAT OUTFIT
BOOSTED MY CONFIDENCE AND
GAVE ME A SENSE OF FEELING
THAT I AM CAPABLE AND PUT
TOGETHER. THAT CONFIDENCE
WAS THE MAIN GIFT.
The time that I had the vision with the flower was a very isolated
and lonely time in my life and it took a couple of years for me to find
appropriate support. Now, I have mentors, people I can approach and say
‘Hey, this is where I’m at with things.’ I may not always know what to do,
but I can speak to them and they offer ideas and suggestions to guide me
to the next possible thing. Now, I’m more equipped to continually prepare
for and discern what my next step is.
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KRISTINE MAREE
BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA

had an accident. It was a bad one,
but I’m still here.
I recovered from life-threatening physical
injuries. My spine was broken in eight places.
I lost a little over 8 cm in height from my spine
collapsing. Six ribs were broken. One lung
punctured. One shoulder broken. One arm
broken. I incurred a head injury that left me
legally blind. I was incapable of living alone—I had a full-time caregiver
looking after my every need. It was a long road to recovery, but I did
recover and, eventually, I needed to find work.
At the time, I didn’t know anything about Dress for Success. I was
referred to it by an Occupational Therapist from the Australian
government. My therapist didn’t appear to know much about Dress
for Success at first, but she told me that she had sent some other clients
along and they had been helped. She said that if she could get me
an appointment, she thought they might be able to help me, too.
My job-hunting efforts had not being going very well, so I decided to
give it a go even though I wasn’t really sure what would happen. And
the timing was just right—I ended up getting a job interview set up
for the very next day! I got the job. The following month I went to
my first Professional Women’s Group meeting.
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I contemplated many of the things the speaker of that first meeting
talked about. I was challenged to consider my circumstances. Just a few
days afterwards, I gave notice for the end of my three-month probation.
The employer did not take it very well, but they accepted my resignation
on the spot. I did not have another job to go to, but I knew that if my
circumstances were going to change for the better, then I would have
to find the courage to take positive action.
One of my favourite sayings is, ‘Courage is the price that life exacts
for peace.’ It’s an Amelia Earhart quote. I have used it like a mantra all
through my recovery—when the going was tough, whenever things hurt,
when things weren’t coming easy or naturally back to me.
The speaker from the Professional Women’s Group meeting motivated
me to be proactive and have trust that I would endure. I needed to love
myself enough to make a difference in my own life instead of continuing
to be a victim of my circumstances. And the same day I resigned, I was
contacted for a position I had interviewed for a while back. He asked if
I was still interested and available for the position. I said yes. Soon after,
I started a contract position as a training support officer for the Royal
Australian Air Force.
I want to keep moving forward. To accomplish something I have never
accomplished before, I must be willing to do what I’ve never done before,
to go where I’ve never been before, to evolve and adapt.

THE JOURNEY STARTS NOW.
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BERNADETTE
YPSILANTI, MI

hings were hard. I was going through a divorce,
surviving domestic violence, moving to a new
city and dealing with a transfer to a different
department within my company that required
executive appropriate clothing. And I had
nothing. I was referred to Dress for Success
Michigan and have been a part of the program
ever since.
I was physically abused by my first husband. I got married at an early
age and we were in college and, of course, I always thought it was because
of something that I did. What did I say wrong? What did I do wrong?
Did I have on the wrong dress? Was I not pretty enough? Because of these
questions I constantly asked myself, I did not heal properly. I thought
it was my fault.
I have been through so many things from my childhood and teenage
years to my adult life, but one of the hardest things I ever had to deal
with was my stepson and stepdaughter trying to commit suicide. They
were so unhappy about what was happening in their lives. It was the
scariest thing I had ever experienced outside of the abuse by my husband.
It helped me to be stronger.
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But as I learned through Dress for Success, I was not the only one who felt
like I was not good enough. The other women there helped me to get up
and move forward with their stories about what they overcame and how
they helped each other. It was a support group for women who were in
pain together. And although our stories were different, we had things in
common. Some women had been married, divorced, verbally, physically,
or emotionally abused. Some had children and some had different stories
of their own childhood. Each of us had something similar that connected
the dots in the picture. I think the healing was the important part for
me. The clothes were important, too, but the most important thing
was the support.
For the future, I look forward to working on the nonprofit I started when
my twin sister got sick. It’s called ‘My Sister’s Keeper, Inc.’ and is meant
to raise awareness for rare and debilitating diseases. Surrounding myself
with powerful women who have overcome all types of challenges has
given me a vision for myself.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
It’s not an object, but something I listen to. It’s a CD by T.D. Jakes. He is a
pastor out of Dallas, Texas. One of his messages is ‘nothing just happens.’
I listened to it when I got in the car on my way to work. I listened to it at
my desk. I listened to it on my lunch when I walked downtown. I would
listen to it when I drove home. I would listen to it after I put the kids to
bed. I listened to it over and over again to let myself know that nothing
just happens. Everything happens for a reason and we have to find out
what that reason is, and that’s okay. It has inspired me to get ready for
the next part of my life. Just like the music, if you listen to it every day,
sooner or later, you will be singing the song. Turns out everything that
I have gone through in my life, no matter how bad, had a purpose.
And I am so grateful for that.
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TRACY ANNE
BALTIMORE, MD

have been through things over and over again
in my life with respect to domestic violence.
Through counseling, I realized that I was
letting other people write my story, and I
needed to write my story myself. When you
get out there and hear about other people’s
lives, you feel so connected to them and no
longer embarrassed about what happened
to you. I feel like I lost myself to life’s
circumstances and Dress for Success helped to get me back.
The women at Dress for Success were cheerleaders and personal
shoppers. Through the program, I had a new, sassy hairdo and an outfit
that exuded authority and professionalism. As a teacher, I needed to
look professional. It was just like an instant change and I found that
professional part of myself again with their help. After that, it seemed
like people were drawn to me and wanted to know my story. A big part
of my story was Dress for Success. Now, I am holding three teaching jobs:
I’m a summer teacher, I’m at the college doing continuing education in
the fall, and I’m also at one of the first charter schools in Prince George
County, which is part of metro Washington, D.C.
I am going to be teaching math and science in middle school, and I’m
one course away from my Masters in Instructional Technology. All of the
work I do is done to gain respect for girls in science and math. I still think
there’s a disconnect there. I became a teacher so that I could get out of
my abusive situation and have a way to support myself. Now I know that
teaching is my calling.
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People who have been incarcerated or are on drugs often have support
once they have dealt with their struggles, but when you are abused, you
are silent. Abused women don’t feel like they have a voice. I want someone
to hear those voices. All of those voices and stories that we tell. I think
women need to realize that through humanity, we have something in
common—even though our stories may be different. Dress for Success
is a sisterhood; we’re all on a level playing field when we are there.
You’re there to share with a circle of friends, not to feel like you’re less
than anyone else.

YOU’RE THERE
TOGETHER AS INDIVIDUALS,
BUT HAVE A COMMON BOND.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
I have a photograph that symbolizes the very first time I took steps to get
away from my abusive husband. The picture is of my ten-year-old son and
seven-year-old daughter holding up their hands like peace signs. There’s
a little Christmas tree behind them with snowflakes on it—but we were
actually in a hotel at the time because my husband had threatened me
with a gun. I told my children we were going on a spiritual retreat and
were just going to stay in a hotel while all this crazy holiday stuff was
happening, and get away. That was the beginning of me going with my
gut, which was the best thing, and validated me as a woman.
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CLAUDINE
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SAN FRANCISCO, CA

hen I was first introduced to
Dress for Success, I was really at
a low point in my life. I had lost
my career. I had just had a child
who was born premature, and I
went from having a child in the
intensive care unit to having him
living at home as a fragile infant.
I really was at a point where my self-esteem was just very low. I felt that
I didn’t have anything to give to my family or to myself at that point.
So when I came to Dress for Success, I really needed the extra support
that they were able to provide me in getting back on my feet. I had the
skills, I just didn’t have the confidence in myself anymore. I definitely
needed a little more hand holding at the time.
Being part of Dress for Success helped me see that I wasn’t alone and that
there are other people who are facing struggles that are similar to mine.
It gave us all a way to bond. All of us are struggling through something
and we do need one another to help us get through the obstacles and find
ways to succeed in our lives and our careers.
I don’t like being the center of attention. I get really timid when I’m
in front of people and I have to do anything that’s relevant to public
speaking. Recently, I was asked to be one of the models in a Dress for
Success gala. It was an opportunity for me to face one of my demons.
I did it—and I’m not going to lie, I considered running out the back door
right before I turned to go onstage—but I did it!

AND AFTERWARDS
I JUST FELT SO EMPOWERED.
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I keep a picture of my son from right after he was born. Every time I look
at this picture, it reminds me of how fragile he was and how he had to
struggle to become the healthy boy that he is now. It makes me realize
that no matter how fragile or insecure I feel, if I just continue persevering,
that I will become as strong as he is.

I HAVE SOMEONE OTHER
THAN MYSELF TO FIGHT FOR.
Every time I have an obstacle at work or I feel like I can’t do this anymore
because it’s really hard, I just look at his picture and I’m like, ‘If he can
do it, I can definitely do it.’ I owe it to him to be better. And no matter
how small or fragile you feel inside, you’re strong and you’re 10 feet tall
inside and you just need to bring it out or be around people that help
you bring it out.

86

SHANNON
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PORTLAND, OR

ended up at Dress for Success after a brutal
robbery. I felt lost. We had been living in
Alaska and I had been substitute teaching.
And when we moved back to Oregon,
my husband was going to take the reins
and I was going to stay home for a time with
the little ones. But that didn’t work out.
My husband’s music equipment was robbed
just before he was about to start his own recording studio. That made
us kind of reevaluate where we were at, and that’s when I decided I really
needed to be the primary breadwinner and make some changes. With five
kids, we need to keep them afloat and make sure they are not feeling the
stress of life. They need to keep feeling hopeful about the world and not
have their spirits broken. That was hard.
I was the one who came home to find the door broken off and everything
missing. And I felt very betrayed by the city and by the whole world. I felt
that there was nothing but evil. But in that same heartbeat, I felt that
we had an equal balance of good. People reached out and tried to help.
I tried to find work. I got on an email list for an organization that had
job leads and notifications about things that were coming up. They
mentioned Dress for Success, but I was apprehensive. I didn’t know too
much about it, but I just felt like it wasn’t for me. I’m independent and
I felt that I could do it on my own. I had a Bachelor’s degree. I’ve gotten
jobs before. So when I first heard about them, I put it on the backburner.
And I tried and tried to find work, but once I started coming up empty,
I gave them a call.
When I stepped through the doors of Dress for Success, I felt such
a positive energy and hope. They saw right away what I had forgotten
that I still possessed. They saw my spirit and that I had the strength to
overcome. With their support and so many other people’s love, it was easy
for me to get serious about the reality of the situation and make a plan.
By doing that, just accepting that I was powerful enough to make those
choices, I felt that I had some success.
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The first time they suited me, they gave me clothes that made me look
more poised and charming than I remembered myself being. I looked
at myself in the mirror and thought, ‘Wow. I’m a beautiful woman and
I’m going to be successful and it’s starting right here.’ It was more than
a new outfit. It was an inside-out experience.
I got a letter from my son on Mother’s Day. It said, ‘Dear Mommy, thank
you for working hard for our family.’ And I know that, as a mother of
young children, they need me urgently in those formative years. I have to
balance the weights of work and life and other things. It’s a struggle and
it’s a guilt that I always carry, but when I have this strong network with
Dress for Success, I feel like it’s a sincere lifeline to keep me buoyed and
strengthened and not bring any of that negative feeling to my family.
I can only show them strength and accomplishments. When my kids view
me as a wonderful mom and my husband views me as a wonderful wife,
that’s all that matters.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
We haven’t had things easy. My first baby was actually stillborn. When
that happened, the hospital made a special little box for us with a few
things. They made a little cast foot and hand of our baby Elijah. We
take it out at times, especially times when I reflect back at how low and
depressed and sorrowful I was and how I felt like there would never be
sunshine again in the world. I look at that object and think about where
we are now. I have five beautiful children who have such a vivacious
energy for life and I’m teaching them the principles I feel strongly about.
I’m a good example to them. I have a great relationship with my husband
and, when I thought it could only get worse, it just got better. I think
about that whenever I have a setback. There’s really nothing physical that
lasts in our lives. Your experiences in this world and the memories you
make are really the only things you can take with you. And when you can
reflect on those things that make you strong, you build more strength.
I have those little impressions of my baby who’s not with us; I have that to
share with my children. Sometimes we’ll take the box out and talk about
what’s in it and we’ll discuss what their brother would have been like.
When you can focus on the positives in your life, you’re going to succeed
and you’re going to flourish.

I HOPE THAT’S WHERE
WE’LL ALL BE IN THE END.
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ABOUT DRESS FOR SUCCESS
Dress for Success promotes the economic independence of disadvantaged
women by providing professional attire, a network of support, and career
development tools to help them thrive in work and in life.
Dress for Success serves job-ready women who are referred by more than
3,000 nonprofit organizations, including domestic violence agencies,

KEEP THE THREADS GOING

homeless shelters and job-training programs.
Dress for Success has more than 130 affiliates across 15 countries

There are many ways that you can help:

worldwide. Our worldwide network includes more than 150,000
volunteers and donors. Since our inception, we have served more than

VOLUNTEER as a personal shopper, career coach, expert speaker

750,000 women across the globe.

and more. Individual and group volunteers are welcome.
For more information about how you can help support our mission,
GIVE a monetary donation to support our programs and services
in your local city or worldwide.
DONATE nearly new women’s apparel, shoes or accessories such
as handbags, scarves and jewelry.
HOST a suit, shoe or accessory drive within your office
or community group.
JOIN our mailing list to stay updated on volunteer activities, fundraising
events, success stories and more.
SHARE this book. Share it with friends. Share it with colleagues.
Share it with people who may need a push in their own lives or with
those who gave you a push in your own. Keep these stories alive.
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DANIELLE LEVITT
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PHOTOGRAPHER

As the women you’ve met in this book can tell you, nothing in this world
happens without the concentrated effort of people coming together to
make it happen. This book is no exception.
So a heartfelt thanks to the great team that formed to help us share
these stories with you. These are people who donated their time
and tremendous talent to help us make this project possible—often
performing more roles than they are officially credited with.

PHOTOGRAPHER Danielle Levitt
WRITERS Mike Boyce, Sheri Radel Rosenberg
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For video production, we want to acknowledge the great team of
Photo by Gray Hamner
As a portrait photographer, I’ve always explored culture and documented
belief systems—how or why people believe in the world they live in, how
they dress as an extension of that belief, and how the politics they have
confirm who they are. My work documents people who are confident
and powerful because of the strong beliefs they hold. That’s how I was
introduced to and drawn to Dress for Success. And what I love about this
project is that these women firmly believe in the most important thing

Executive Video Producer David Rolfe, Producer Sharon Campos,
and Videographer Matt Prickett.
We want to extend our gratitude to the makeup, hair stylist and
accessories teams. From Bobbi Brown Cosmetics: Katie Brennan, Myriam
Fux, Dee Mendoza, Milene Miranda, Nikki Santana and Mark Swanson.
Hairstylists: Dee Adames. For styling: Veronica Garrote. From lia sophia
jewelry: Dave Doff and Kate McCarthy.

there is—themselves.

We are especially grateful to Joi Gordon and the entire Dress for Success

We photographed each of these women in Miami over the course of one

change women’s lives. Without them, these stories wouldn’t exist. For

summer day in July. These women came together from all over the world
to experience a weekend of speakers, inspiration and connectivity. I flew
down to help with the project, to celebrate the strength these women
have gained from Dress for Success and to document the change and
transformation they’ve made in their lives.
With this book, we have a great opportunity to create a permanent vessel
to continually tell these fantastic stories. I was honored to be a part of it.

organization, which does the endless and inspiring work every day to
great leadership on this project, we’d like to call out Kelly Beaty and Katie
Murphy, with tremendous on-location assistance provided by Angela
Williams, VP of Workforce Development for Dress for Success Worldwide,
and Sonia Jacobson, Executive Director of Dress for Success Miami.
We are also grateful to our friends, colleagues and board members,
in particular: Bobbi Brown, Connie Carrido, co:collective, Elena Kiam,
Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants, Cecily Lister, Martin Porter and
Rosemarie Ryan.
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